
Neatening metadata
“Some metadata are born neat,
 some achieve neatness,
 and some have neatness thrust upon them.”

—Dorothea Salo
(with apologies to the immortal Bard) 



MINDS@UW
(the seamier side of DSpace)

(I got an entire article 
out of this one screenshot.)





How do I fix this?
I cheat.



We’re moving!
DSpace is going away.

So are most of UWDCC’s existing 
technology platforms.



But that means a 
new problem.

Moving the old metadata!



New world: FOXML
(“Fedora Object XML”)

• Verbose, so I won’t show you a sample.
• Basic idea: mix-and-match XML 

vocabularies
• MODS: for description
• PREMIS: for provenance
• METS: for structure
• ... etc.



For MINDS@UW

• Export
• Munge
• Reimport
• (sounds simpler than it is, but it’s very 

doable; I’m not worried)



A UWDCC record on the web



Metadata: CSGML



Getting there from here:
XSLT



Results

• Writing and testing code: 2-3 weeks 
(doing other things as well)

• Once the code worked, all of Africa 
Focus (~4000 items) moved to Fedora 
in less than a day!

• Code can now be reused to move other 
collections.



Other people’s 
metadata

... the final frontier.



The Excel spreadsheet



Step 1: run in circles...

• No titles!
• Abbreviations
• “Keywords” contain researcher name, 

item identifiers, other non-subject 
information

• Which photos have essentially the same 
descriptions? (FRBRization, after a 
fashion)



Procedure
(such as it is)

• Save spreadsheet as a CSV file.
• Write a program to interpret the CSV 

file and output the needed metadata 
files.

• How easy and fast this is depends on how neat 
the spreadsheet is.

• CSUMC is messy, as these things go.



My knife language of choice:
Python



Takeaways

• Different jobs ask for different tools. 
Use the tool that makes sense for the 
job.

• 80/20 point: sometimes the computer 
can’t fix it all, so the optimal solution is 
to let it fix what it can and fix the rest 
by hand.

• Always something new!


